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Have read lately in the public Papers 
a a Speech, ſaid to have been delivered 
by Mr. Smelt, late Sub-governor to their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince of-Wales and 
the Biſhop of Oſnabrugh/ at a meeting 
holden at York the 3oth of December. I 
have waited for ſome time to ſee whether 
that gentleman would not diſavow the pub- 
lication in the moſt authentic manner; but 
as he has thought fit to acquieſce in filence 
under the imputation of it, I am no longer 
at liberty to doubt that it conveys his real 
ſentiments, and contains a faithful repre- 
fentation of thoſe opinions which he choſe 
to make public upon that ſolemn occaſion. 
It is not to Mr. Smelt that I now addreſs 
myſelf, Though he is perſonally a ſtranger 
to me, I am willing to believe implicitly in 
* the 


Tt, 


; the teffimoriter that were that day given to 


the virtues of his private character, even by 
thoſe who differed the moſt widely from 
the maxims he endeavoured to eſtabliſh, 
and the arguments he laboured to enforce. 
TI am, therefore, to give him credit as an 
honeſt man, that he ſpoke what he ſincerely 
thought. He affirms, that during his 
retirement, he had dedicated his time to 
the ſtudy of the conſtitution, and other na- 


tional objects.“ His opinions, therefbre, 


are not lightly taken up. They are ſound- 
ed upon ſtudy and mature deliberation: * 
would be the height of preſumption to 
think any arguments of mine could con- 
vert him to the cauſe of freedom. Much 
leſs. ſhall I be inclined to atttibute 1 
thoſe motives of ſelf-intereſt, "which he ſo 
oftentatiouſly diſclaims in his own perfor,” 
but which he has fo /iberally aſcribed to the 
condu of others; many of whom, if he hat 
allowed himſelf to reflect, or had withed 
to inform himſelf, have given 'probfs*of 
their public difintereſtedneſs, at leaſt equal 
to the ſacrifice be then made, to entitle Him- 
ſelf to the confidenee of his Hearers. T will 

x | tell him . that His — are not d 


my 


* 
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{fs 1 
my principles ; and J truſt it will be found 


| that they are not the principles. of the con- „ 


ſtitution, or of the people of England; at 


leaſt of thoſe who have not lived ſo near the 
ſplendour of Majeſty, as to be-dazzled by its 


rays. Various are the deluſions by whiehb 
the minds of men ate warped from found. 


judgment. It would be endleſs to inveſti- 


gate the ſecret cauſes whieh produee a per- 

verſion of the underſtanding let it ſuffice? . 
when they bring forth dangerous and alarm 
ing doctrines, if the errors be confuted, and 
the ſafety and happineſs of mankind pre- 


ſerved ——_ the cvs of their baneful ten- 


An , 
tis thaw to he 9 61 England at 
large, it is to the body of the Freeholders, 
I addreſs myſelf as an Engliſhman, and aa 
4 Freeholder. It is their attention 1 willy | 
to awaken-at this awful criſis. The appeal 
muſt be made to their feelings and under- 
ſtandings ; and by their deciſion, we muſt 
abide. They alone can preſerve the con- 
ſtitution by the known means which that 
vety conſtitution has placed in their power, 


| unleſs the revived doAtines: of Toryiſm, 
mu ate now avowed Wu by one h 


muſt 


1 1 


muſt be conſidered as ſpeaking the language | 


of the Court, ſhould receive their fandtion 
and adoption. 

- The ſyſtem of our Government is by no 
means intricate: like moſt uſeful machines, 


it conſiſts but of few parts, and they are 
ſimple. King, Lords, and Commons. 


When united, they form the legiſlative 


body, the ſupreme power; when conſider- 


ed ſeparately, they not only have each of 


them their peculiar function, but are con- 


trived to act as checks upon each other. 


Either of theſe powers annihilated or ab- 


ſorbed into another, the conſtitution is 
changed. A new Government muſt ariſe, 


as different from the preſent as the conſtitu- 


tions of Ruffia, of Venice, or of Holland. 
The Commons choſen out of the body of 
the people, and returning back to the maſs 


of their conſtituents at ſtated periods, form 


the Democratical part, and are the guar- 
dians of our purſe and liberty. The Lords, 
who not being a fluctuating body, by their 
birth are-entitled to their ſeats in the great 
hereditary Council of the kingdom, form 
an Ariſtocratical power; to give gravity, 
LON and ona. to our laws, by 
* | their 
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their property, the rank they hold, and 


the reſpect they owe to their ſituations. To 
preſerve activity, energy, and deciſion in the 


Government, the executive principle is de- 
vol ved upon the Monarch, under certain li- 
mitations, who is reſponſible to the other 


two branches, through his Miniſters, for 
the exerciſe of the truſt repoſed in him. 
Suppoſe © now, for a moment, that the 
Houſe of Commons could either become 


| incorpo rated with the Lords; or fitting ſe- 


parate, could vote to themſelves the ſame | 
privileges, aſſuming to them and their heirs 
for ever thoſe ſeats in the Legiſlature which 


they now hold by the election of the people. 
Suppoſe that the Houſe of Peers were to be 


deprived of their hereditary honours, and to 
be ſent to Parliament by the voices of the 
Freeholders; does not every one ſee that 
ſach a change muſt eſſentially alter the 
whole ſyſtem in favour of Democracy or 
Ariſtocracy? Again, let the King have'the 
power of naming the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, or diſplacing the Peers at his 
pleaſure; ; or let offices and the executive 
powers of the Government be aſſumed by 


either, or hoth the Houſes of Parliament; 


HO 
does any one doubt that fuch an encroach- 
ment, on one fide or the other, muſt either 
annihilate the ſhare our gonſtitution has al- 
lot ted to Monarchy, or render it abſolute : 1 
in ſhort, that our King would either be- 
come a Deſpot or a Doge of Venice. Now IM 
if an open encroachment of one branch 

upon the other neceſſarily deſtroys that 
equilibrium upon which depends the œco- 

nomuy of the whole, will it be the leſs de- 
ſtroyed in that the eneroachment is brought 
on ſilently, gradually, imperceptibly, but 
25 us efFQually by fraud as if by force? The 
difference will only be this---That in the 1 
latter inſtance, the people have their rights = 
Aalen from them; are lulled into ſecurity MW 
by a falſe appearance, which, like the se- 
nate of Avguſtus, interpoſes to their reſent- 1 Z 
ments a ſpecious phantom, inſtead of a rea- I 
ity ; outward forms, which. they haye been 
accuſtomed to reſpect, but which bind only 
the yoke of tyranny the faſter upon their 
necks, by the ſemblance of having given 
their own conſents to thoſe edicts, which nv 
the will of the Prince ſhall. have thought fit - 
to impoſe upon them. Better, if they chuſe 5 
flavery, that they ſhould freely give what 


ED is) „ 
thay ckink it nor Worth We is end 
afl, like tlie people of Delithatk}" Wal 
voluntary rede of their" Hberties at the 
Feet of the Throne. They will then Know 
at leaſt, che form of Govetiithent tlie) Ire 
under, and where to direct their indigna- 
tion, when the'opprefionns' f power ſhall | 
be no longer füppörtable. nnn 
I Hatter" my ſelf, 1 need fa nd to 
prove that he; Wo is'a friend to the confti- 
tation of Great-Britaiti, maſt be tried' By 
this teſt; and by this teſt alone: does he 
endeabour to keep ſopatare, and to min- 
tai the energy” of the three component 
parts of it, or does he by weakening" or 
blending thind endeavour to throw more 
power into any one of them, than was 
alſigtled to it in its inftitution. Thie reader 
Sit ole that I do not here aſſert, 'that 
no ma can think himſelf a ſincere friend 
to the intereſts of his country, Who wilhes 
an alteratibf ifi the form 6f our Govetn- 
ment. Men think ſo vatiouſly in political 
ſpeeulatiens, that 1 hold not be ſurpriſed 
if chere were found amonght us ſomne few, 
(and very fety T truſt they are) whoſe opi- 
"Oo might lead them to the fide of a Go- 
* C voernment 


tw) 


vernment merely popular: I wiſh 1 could 
add, that J believe Mr. Smelt to be the 
only man amongſt us, whoſe, opinions Jean 
to the throwing the whole power into the 
Crown. Theſe are the two extremes 
equally to be dreaded by the friend to the 
conſtitution, whoſe motto is the old adage, 
nolumus Leges Angliæ mutar i. 
Human inſtitutions muſt, Gina their 12 
ture, be imperfect, and imperfections there 
certainly are in our form of government, as 
in every other. It is impoſſible that a 
ſyſtem | ſo finely imagined, and. which em- 
braces in it the objects of all other forms of 
government, can be totally exempt from 
their defects. But if thoſe defects ariſe not 
from the principles of our conſtitution, but 
from the paſſions of human nature, which 
vo laws can keep within the exact bounds 
that duty preſcribes, to them, there is no 
other remedy than, that every honeſt eiti- 0 
zen ſhould keep up a diligent and unweari- 
ed attention, to oppoſe the growing evil, 
before it becomes too ſtrong for their en- 
de avours, and for all the guards which the 
laws and the wiſdom en ae have, 
9 1 for « our Arne, An 08 
1 2. 15 To 


r a. 1 
To confidet:whether ſuch; defects Hadideh | 
aQually produced a danger, which, if'ndt 
immediately attended to, will Aub vert 15 
tato the ſpirit and: ſoul of our conſtitution} 
after having already occaſioned to us ſueh 
. political evils and diſtreſſes ad affect he 
very exiſtence of gut State. To provide 
ſome remedy for the cauſe; and". to ſtop is 
poſlible, the tuin brought: upon us as the 
effect, I take to have been the occaſion of 
the meeting holden in the firſt county-of 
the kingdom, on ihe zoth © of December. If 
the diſtreſſes of the country are real, and if 
they e can in a great meaſure be fairly traced: 
Tec the d increaſe of * influence. 


„ ˖ ⅛ 


unite in thinking! it ns Ts! to. pans 
that influence; to-mitigate at'lealt, as far i 
as poſlible, the effects of it -whow the: two" 
other, branches af the Legiſlatats “ If: any? 
man can be found, to doubt w et] ie. r fü ch: 
influence. be really 1ncreaſ | what: 
proportion, let him caſt. his 3 on, 


the ſtate of the revenue, under the admint⸗ 
ſtration of the Crown, at any foie? pe- 


15 


„ —— 4. 


ried, and compare it with the ſtate at pre- 
Ar C 1 7 5 ſent, 


) — 5 

ſent, I will truſt to him, ãn the concluſion, | 

hat in a mixed. Government, likens; rhe 
Prince ho nequires to himſelf the powers 
of cortuption, will empley it to that 
putpoſe. o | ÞSRUUESIO Yak: 218 B19; ve JS117, 
„At the time f the Revolution, % T6 
1171 expences of! the Jate' King Numer the Secondy 
mw - tf aftual payments in money for three: years; 
ll: from Lady-doyy 168g, 10 Lady-diy, 16885 
111 upon a medium, as delivered to Ware 
. _ flood as follows 2111 fil neblous 2 2 131% 90 ol 
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The amount en of all che expences of 
Government; hen King W iHtam came to 
the Thiote; fell hort of one million fen 
 bundred' thou ſunu - Pound. Ie 1 has been 
calculated that che Civil Eiſt alone of 
George the Third, together "with His Ger- 
man revenues, intereſt of debts\ due to the 
late Kings hereditary revenue from Ireland, 
and other payments, (eteluſſoe of the te- 2 
venues which”! were pioduced to him by 
America, before” the war; from quit-rents, 
&e!) amount to no leſs à ſum than h ö 
Millions three" bundred and, fifty” bun- , 
pound. Vo 109 10 Db TOY 2 IWIS OO ec 5 


ld che « ſopplics for ile) "year 1779, 69700 
boy 01 1h ln AT 
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The totzF amount of the s Waadt | 
the colfefing them is about 1 3,000,001.” 
ſo that adding to them one million vote 
of credit, * Rill fall ſhort of *thele ſer" 


| $8492" 


| „ vices 


$ 1941 
|  - vices alone voted as above, in the. ſum of 
 $89,6161,., 88. 4d. to which | deficiency 
mouſt be likewiſe added the dęduction of 
the whole expence of the collection 
The charge chen of, making good this, 
deßciency ; and, of, then g, ol. Civil 
it, which bas, recently been augmented: 
in one hundred thouſand pounds, and is, in 
8 future, to haye the addition, of another 
hundred thouſand pounds, for the main- 
tenance of the Royal Family, together 
with other expences of Government, not 
included under the fix, foregoing heads, can. 76 
be no otherwiſe provided for but by increale, 3 
of the national debt, in ſome way or other. 
That debt approaches already to near | 
200,000,0001.. the intereſt of which is ſup- 
poſed to amount to- haf the total of "the * 
landed income. All this annual expence by. 
loan is ſo much additional means of c corcup+r 
tion, jobs, and partialities in the power 6 
the Miniſter, through whoſe hands i it paſſes, 
- both 1 in the bargains with the ſubſcribers, 
and in the expenditure af the money ſub- 
ſcribed. Add to all this, the influence | 
acquired to the Crown, not only from the 
 callefon), of theſe immenſe ſums iſſuipg 

through 


} | 


— r 


. Ti 15 1 
. the Treaſury, the ColleQors 4 
Diſpenſers of which are at the appoint- 
ment of that Board; but from the oppor- 
tunities of faveur in all the nominations; 
through ſuch: extended ſervices by ſea 
and land: the power that is derived from 
Ireland; till lately from America; ſtill 
from the Weſt⸗ Indies; the diſpoſal of 
Church benefices; the aſeendant the Mini- 
ſter has gained over the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, where he-. is become almoſt . = 
Director; (a power which would nn 
ſuffice for the ambition of the Miniſter 
any kingdom of the ſecond order in 
Europe) the interference he has found 
means to introduce into almoſt every Com 
pany eſtabliſhed in England. In wen 
follow, if it is poſſible, this influence 
. through all its labyrinth, yo will w 
find a family ſo obſcure, 8 
corner of the iſland (except the Geert lad: : 
tually till the ſoil) that does not. — 
degree, through themſelves rn their con- 
nections, look up with hopes or fears to 
him that gives, and to him that rule awby. 
Is there a! Repreſentative-of a bdumy orf a 
Angle! th en or later 
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"44 bent by bis oonſtituents do dE favours 


TE} 


for individuals, or jobs: for corporations ⁊· 
This, reader; is the ſituation in which 


we are tald, that the cauſe of ohr national MK 
edlamities proceeds from the: ro little 1 
power of 1e Crowns Alas! what futther 
power ean we beſtow upon it, unlefs, by 


ide repeal of Al our lawef we ſubmit out 


Mes, out liberties, and the poor remains f 
our property, to the arbitrary diſcretibn of 5 


the Monarcli-? Thank God we are 

permittet to be in poſſeſſion of our Hascher 
Der pu, chat bulwark of our fretdom ;; hor 
can our blood be ſpilt but by the conſent 
ol our juries. Vet, if the guardians of the 
common purſt ate gained by the ſpirit of 
 <oratptiod, and that ſpirit is ſuffered to 
2cquire ſtrenth every hour, in the ſame 
ratio as qur diſtreſa accumulate, it needs 
vo propbet from the dead to tell how long 
thoſe invaluable privileges will remain to us, 
which l frar we at this momicat owe rather 
io the wedknels of ene e : 
nirtoes: af our Parliatnents. 21011 
Far beit from mt to irnitate Mr. melt 0 


_ In toariag aũde the veil that covers the plan- 


uur of Moyefty; by bringing forward he 
8 ts NN 


* 
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* 4 


ne eee fn 


E 


e King for the diſcuſſion of the 
public. His Majeſty deſerves, J. dare ay, 


the ſacred appellation of a Patriu, or well 
wither to his country. What Prince, deſires 
its deſtruction ? Mr. Smelt alſo is à Pattiat 
after his own faſhion: but he will permit 


in the. country does imply a ſingular mode of 
the perſon vo whom, it is applied, from all 
others, who feel themſclyes, by heir hageſt 


labours, entitled to that flattexing epithet. 
The private virtues of his Majeſty are 00 


well known to necd; the teſtimony of any 
man. The maxim, founded in the civility 


of ibe lau, that the King gan de no 


wrong, refers us to his Miniſters, and to 


the annals of his. reign for his charagter in 


And if che Netechen >; thi lam ot 
nd ee eee . 


ſtrong enough to defe 
of. the work of Kings, we 8 


berties by 2 precgtigvs tenuse, under tho 


wiſeſt and the heſt of Monarchs s ner-would 


it be ſufficient argument to induce ust to 
ſuffet abe chains to be xivettedl upon us, that 


. to future times $0 let us feel the 
979% .D weight 


* 
ys 
as 
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weight of them. Cruel, indeed, PREAY? it 
be for Princes, if all the miſchiefs of their 
Governments were to be attributed directly 
to their perſonal character. Educated i in the 
luſt of power by thoſe who will never think 
their authority ſufficient, whilſt there is one 
of the rights of mankind exempted from 
it; ſarrountled by flattery and miſrepreſen- 
tation; incapable of ſecing for themſelves; 
and truſting always to thoſe whoſe Intereſt 
is to 'deceive; how happy ought they to 
eſteem "themſelves, when'they can a&' oy 
through the miniſtry of others, whoſe mi 
_ is liable to the reviſion of the public; 

d to the chaſtiſement of the Jaws. This 
Abe dal gags of the Britiſh conſtitution} 
this that doctrine of Whiggifm which is ſo 
ſeverely reprobated by the Tuſirucror of our 
future Sovereign - doctride as eſſential; 
however; to' 'the- ſecurity; the happineſs; 
and glory of the Prinee ho has the wifs 
dom to adopt lit as it is neceſſary to the 
very exiſtenee of a fret Government. „And 
what has been the ſtruggle of this *reigit, 
butethe contrary principle unhappily inſtiſled 
into the boſom of unſuſpecting youth by the 
intereſted ambition of TyſtruBF6r5? Fhè det 
ror” of ſubmirtin cio be edviſed'By-thofe Who 


Ti * 121 1 4 i | - — were 
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were capable of * what eyils, what. 
public calamities, what perſonal inſults, and 
humiliations, has it not occaſioned ? But, 
therefore, the power of the Crown ſhould. 
be augmented---No---not all the authority 
of the moſt deſpotic country has ever yet 
been able to command reſpect where it is not 
ſupported by the conduct of the Miniſters, 
and tbe approbation of an applauding people. 
In vain have the powers of corruption ex- 
tended themſelves i in diffuſing the undue influ- 
ence of the Crown, whilſt its juſt prerogatives 
have fallen into contempt. In vain has an 
unwearied ſyſtem been purſued of dividing, 8 
weakening, villifying every thing that Was 


great and reſpectable amongſt us. In vain 


all the. arts of a Medicean policy, employed 


1 propagate diſtruſt, diſſenſion, and diſ- 4 


union through the land. Unhappy ſyſtem! E 
what has it,produced, but ſtrength and vi- 


1 to our enemies; ; revolt through all the 


ependencies of our Empire; faction, ruin, | 


and conſternation, _ in Great Britain. 


Twenty years are not yet elapſed ſince his | 
preſent Majeſty, at his acceſſion, found this 
country. the envy of all Europe. The Houſe 
of Bourbon humbled at her feet her trade 
ruined, ber 288 annibilated---vanquiſhed 4 

N nh 8 


Lern 
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1 1 
in Aka, driven from the continent of Ame- 
rica, flying before the Britiſh flag in all parts 
of the world - At home, happy and united, 
we could ſcarce reap the hatveſt of our 
commerce, and our ſtreets reſounded with 
exultation- What was the ſoutce of all this 
national power ?---Was it alone the millions 
we expended ? But our diſgraces, our ruin, 
have proved more expenſive to us---And 
the 14 of America will have coſt us dearet 
than the war we engaged in for its ſecurity, 
with all our conqueſts and acquiſitions. 
Has the nation loſt its character Are our 
ſeamen leſs brave, our Commaiiders leſs 
able, than when we gave the law to that 
element, which now ſcarcely protects our 
coaſts from inſult and invaſion? It is that 
Alen which the ſecret Counſellors of the 
Crown (be they whom they will) have ſted- 
faſtly and uniformly ſupported, that has un- 
done this country, From the firſt half hour 
of the preſent reign, talents have been ale 5 
pected, reputation eſteemed dangerous, po- 
pularity a crime, and even the union of 
friendſhip, or of kindred, looked upon with” - 
Jealous eyes---Hence all the artifice by 
which, one by one, every old ſervant of the 
Crown was driven from the Council Board. 
| | 2 


| #t 3 
That genius, - whoſe name will never be 
mentioned but with gratitude and venera- 
tion by poſterity; that ſun which is fo 
lately ſet to riſe no more, was the firſt fa- 
crifice to this perfidious policy-<-by degrees 


the bann was put upon the very name of 


Whiggiſm---Thoſe families who had been 
the foremoſt in the Revolution, or who had 
been the firmeſt ſupports to the Houſe of 
Branſwick upon the Throne, were conſi- 


dered as the enemies of the State, and te- 
warded with diſguſt and diſappointment. 
New  Counſels and new Counſellors. The 


glortes of the war, tarniſhed by a peace, 
huddled up with ſuch precipitation, . that 


the ableſt Miniſter that then remained 
to them was removed from his employ- 


ment, for -preſuming to demand, at leaſt, 


ſome equivalent for the ceffion of on- 


of our moſt important conqueſts. Even 


a new Adminiſtration, when from an 


opinion of the ability and integrity of the 
Miniſter, and the union of its parts, it 


began to take a conſiſtency, and to ſtrike 


root in the affections of the people, was 


haſtily and with a rude hand plucked up, 


without one teaſon being to be aſſigned for 


lde a reſolution, but that its lot : 
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was become formidable. What FERN 
what inconſiſtencies, what double meaſures, 
have not ſucceeded through theſe adviſers, 
till the Admiviſtration was at laſt firmly 
ſettled upon the preſent Miniſter, | whoſe 
ſtability has been, owing to the vices, not. 
the virtues of his character. Without 
ambition, without attachment, without 
public opinions; too indolent to enter 
prize, too careleſs to reſiſt, too indifferent 
to cabal; yielding to the meaſure ſuggeſted 
at the moment, living by expedients, blind. 
to conſequences, and hardened tg reputa- 
tion as to events. Cruel advi Vert l iofatu- 
ated Syſtem! If the loſs of thirteen pro- 
vinces, the imminent danger of our iſlands, | 
the lives of fo many thouſand fellow ſubjects, 
the diſgrace of our flag, the ſtarving anche 
tion of Ireland, the decay of our manufac- 
tures, the condition of the landed property, 
the near approaches to a public bankruptcy, 
andthe extremitiesto which deſpair will drive, 
a diſtracted people, cannot touch your hearts, | 
let us look to ſome other quarter. for our 
falvation. Our conſtitution is as yet entire, . 
though. its Wheels are clogged, by corrup- 
tion. In deſpotic countries. there is no re- 


medy to. bad, Government, but the, ſword 5 ; 


5 it 


5 14 * 


to 
1 


H 45 TEAR 
it is ; the glory of. England,” . the people 
have always the remedy 1 in their hands.---, 


law, as well as reaſon and juſtice, are on 


their ſide ·— They need only ſpeak through 


their repreſentatives---the purſe i is theirs--- 


a general election is at hand---/ef them 
beat and they, will be heard. Let the 
work of reformation begin, let the real 
grievances be redreſfed-let the Miniſters 
of the King feel themſelves as they ought, 
the ſervants of the Public, not the laviſh 
tools of the cloſet---let the influence of the 
Crown receive a check, let the boundleſs - 
profuſion of public money be governed by 
wiſe regulations of œconomy, and above 
all, oblige the ſecret adviſers of the Crown, 
thoſe ho think"its po wer fhould be Ni, e 


—_ tended, to relinquiſh. their wretched tyſtem; . 
—_ ve ſhall then, once more, ſee oſtenſible 


and reſponſible Miniſters choſen” ſor their 
abilities, and ſupported. by | the confidence | 
of a united people. The. public intereſt wit | 
be then their care; the current of profuſiot 


| will be ſtopped; and the evils of a Siri 


war which. his conteſt, if continued, wall 
but too certainly produce, may. be prevent⸗ N 
ed, by a timely exertion” of nattonaf lpiric, 


| and 1 1 and Parliamentary authoriay... aqts 
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